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                                     MEMORANDUM
CLERKS

Date: May 2, 2023

To: Mayor Magnus
Common Council

From: Diane Coenen, City Clerk

Re:  Appointment of Official Newspaper

RELATES TO THE STRATEGIC PLAN

Strategic Goal - N\A

BACKGROUND

The City advertised and received bids from the Oconomowoc Enterprise and West Now (formerly Oconomowoc 
Focus) to act as the City’s official newspaper.  The bids were opened at 12:00 PM on Tuesday, May 2, 2023. The 
Oconomowoc Enterprise provided the lowest responsible bid.  They have a geographic circulation of 3,206 and a 
resident circulation of 2,717.  Notices publish every Thursday.

ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS

The following is the pricing for legal notices (council minutes, public hearing notices, ordinances, etc.):
Enterprise: 230 characters per inch

$0.49 cost per legal line
$0.39 cost per line for 2nd insert
10 lines = 1”
3” x 2” column – Display Ad
Font – Arial, Point Size – 7

ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS

The cost quoted from the Oconomowoc Enterprise is the same as last year.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

N\A

RECOMMENDATION

I recommend Council accept the bid from the Oconomowoc Enterprise to act as the City’s Official Newspaper for 
the term 2023 – 2024.

SUGGESTED MOTION

Motion to adopt Resolution 23-R3126 appointing the Oconomowoc Enterprise as the Official City Newspaper for 
the 2023-2024 term.
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RESOLUTION NO. 23-R3126

APPROVING APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR 2023-2024

WHEREAS, §985.06, Wis. Stats., provides in cities of the Third Class, the Clerk shall, on 
or before the second Tuesday of April, advertise in the official City newspaper for proposals 
to publish Council proceedings and the City's legal notices; and

WHEREAS, the City Clerk did so advertise; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to §985.06, Wis. Stats., it is required the bids be delivered in 
writing, sealed, to the Clerk's office by 12:00 noon on the first Tuesday of May, and the Clerk 
shall then open the bids and enter them in a record kept for that purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Oconomowoc Enterprise and West Now submitted bids, with the lowest 
effective bid being that of the Oconomowoc Enterprise.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED the City hereby accepts the bid of the 
Oconomowoc Enterprise to be the official City newspaper for the year 2023-2024.

DATED:           May 16, 2023 CITY OF OCONOMOWOC

By: 
      Robert P. Magnus, Mayor

ATTEST:

Diane Coenen, Clerk
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                                     MEMORANDUM
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Date: May 16, 2023

To: Common Council

From: Mayor Robert Magnus

Re: Consider/act on Resolution 23-R3131 Supporting HR 1668 - the “Sarah Debbink Langenkamp 
Active Transportation Safety Act”

RELATES TO THE STRATEGIC PLAN

N/A

BACKGROUND

Sarah Debbink Langenkamp, daughter of Terry and Dirk Debbink, was killed in August 2022 while bike 
riding to her Bethesda, Maryland home.   As a former resident of Oconomowoc, Sarah learned to ride a 
two-wheel bike in front of their Christopher Court home.  

In response to this tragic event, Representatives Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore.) and Jamie Raskin (D-Md.) 
announced the introduction of HR 1668, the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation Act. The 
new legislation would help states use federal money to complete protected bike lanes and pedestrian 
networks. Right now, across the country, there are dangerous gaps between protected lanes—that’s 
exactly where Langenkamp was when she was killed.

This proposed legislation has the support of our local Congressman Scott Fitzgerald.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

“We have a responsibility to make our streets safer for cyclists and pedestrians,” said Congressman 
Blumenauer, founder and co-chair of the Congressional Bike Caucus. “Sarah’s work took her to dangerous 
places around the world. Biking home in our nation’s capital should not have been one of them.”

“My constituent Sarah Langenkamp was a devoted mother, wife, daughter and friend whose memory not 
only calls us to emulate her passionate and patriotic service to our country but inspires us to move swiftly 
on cyclist and pedestrian safety,” said Congressman Raskin. “Our legislation recognizes the urgency of 
this moment by helping local governments build safer transportation networks and save lives. Keeping 
cyclists safe requires meaningful coordination and collaboration from our federal, state and local 
governments, and I’m grateful to Congressman Blumenauer for his partnership on this issue.” 
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“Sarah fled a war zone only to die on the streets near our nation’s capital,” said Dan Langenkamp, Sarah’s 
husband. “There is simply no reason in the world why deciding to ride a bike in the United States should 
be a life or death decision. We have to do better.”

The Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation Safety Act honors Sarah’s memory by encouraging 
state and local governments to build safer, more complete, networks for bicycling and walking, and makes 
it easier to build connections between safe biking and walking infrastructure. The bill:

• Unlocks Highway Safety Improvement Program funding for projects that connect two pieces of 
safe cycling infrastructure.

• Allows local governments to identify active transportation projects eligible for Highway Safety 
Improvement Program funding.

• Allows bicyclist and pedestrian safety projects to be fully federally funded, ensuring all 
communities can take advantage of these new eligibilities and encouraging communities to 
undertake more bicyclist and pedestrian safety projects. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT

N/A

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Common Council adopts Resolution 23-R3131.

SUGGESTED MOTION

Motion to adopt Resolution 23-R3131 to Support HR 1668 - the “Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active 
Transportation Safety Act”.

Z:\City Administrator\Council Agenda\HR 1668 Sarah Debbik\Background Memo for Resolution 23-R3131.docx

70



What it is »      Sarah Debbink Langenkamp was a U.S. diplomat and mother of two boys who had been
evacuated from Ukraine in the summer of 2022 only to be killed weeks later while riding 
her bike home on a road in #ethesda, .aryland. )er death, following her evacuation 
from a war [one, occurring so near the nation�s capital, has highlighted the worsening 
trend of traffic violence in the United States and sparked calls for change. This bill is 
named after Sarah in the hope that remembrance of her life,  service, and tragic death 
will prevent further unnecessary fatalities on our streets. 

This bill highlights the need to fill gaps in biking and walking networks and makes it 
easier for states and local governments to use )ighway Safety Improvement Program 
()SIP) dollars as a ilocal matchw to build safe bicycling and pedestrian infrastructure. 
through )SIP and the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).

The Transportation Alternatives Program was created in 2012 to give local governments 
access to a small percentage of federal transportation funds for local priorities. The 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) included a new policy meant to give state 
DOTs the opportunity to use safety funds as local matches for TAP proKects that address 
local safety concerns. )owever, the IIJA language reRuires the state to identify every 
specific proKect that would be eligible. The Sarah Dennick Langenkamp Act would clarify 
language to make it easier for the state to take advantage of this flexibility by allowing the 
state to match local government identified proKects while also ensuring the funds are 
used only on safety-oriented proKects.

HR 1668, Jaiah ;eYYieb Cae^eebadg 
Active Transportation Sa]etp  8Zt

What it does »      8hile it does not spend any new money or create any new mandates on states, it does:

:acc Ko 8Ztioe »

• help reduce the disconnect between state-identified and locally-identified priorities
by giving the state the flexibility to spend safety dollars on local priorities.

• give states flexibility to fund bicycle and walking safety proKects with 100% federal
funds, including for locally identified safety priorities.

• make it easier for states and local governments to fund the safety proKects identified
in IIJA-funded safety plans. 4�� local governments received IIJA funding to write
safety plans in one year alone�

• highlight the need to fill gaps in biking and walking networks, and makes such
proKects eligible for funding under )SIP.

Please co-sponsor the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Safety #ill, sponsored by 
3epresentatives #lumenauer and 3askin. Contact Tucker Johnson (#lumenauer) at 
Tucker.Johnson!mail.house.gov  
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2020 saw an overall increase in traffic fatalities resulting in bike/
ped as a percentage going down. However preliminary data of 
2021 and 2022 show it on the rise again. %ata 4ource� /H54" 
'atalities "nalysis 3eporting 4ystem

Why it matters » 

#icyclists and pedestrians account for 
12% of transportation trips but 20% of 
fatalities. *n 2021
 overall traffic 
fatalities decreased slightly
 while 
bicyclist and pedestrian fatalities 
increased by 10� and 2�
 respectively.

#y the numbers »      

• ')8A has found that adding bicycle lanes can reduce total crashes up to 49% on urban 4-lane 
undivided collector and local roads, and reduce total crashes up to �0% on urban 2-lane undivided 
collector and local roads. 

• Separated bicycle lanes may provide further safety benefits. ')8A anticipates research coming out 
soon. 

• ')8A has found that adding sidewalks can reduce pedestrian crashes by ��-�9% in neighborhoods, 
and adding a shoulder on a rural road can reduce pedestrian crashes by �1%.

Transportation Alternatives includes a 
set aside for communities with a 
population under �000. It is those rural 
communities, and low-income 
communities, that have the hardest time 
finding a local match, and have a harder 
time finding 20% for a local match.

&ven as overall roadway fatalities stabili[ed 
in the first half of 2022
 bicyclist fatalities 
increased by �� and pedestrian fatalities 
by 2� while crashes involving large trucks 
increased by 10�. 

1roven $ounter .easures      

5ake "ction »
Contact Tucker Johnson (#lumenauer) at Tucker.Johnson!mail.house.gov to co-sponsor the Sarah 
Debbink Langenkamp Safety #ill.
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RESOLUTION NO. 23-R3131

RESOLUTION DECLARING SUPPORT FOR HR 1668 - THE “SARAH DEBBINK 
LANGENKAMP ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION SAFETY ACT”

WHEREAS, Sarah Debbink Langenkamp, who grew up in our City of Oconomowoc, 
where Sarah learned to ride her two-wheel bike around the cul-de-sac at her family home at 1081 
Christopher Court; and

WHEREAS, Sarah Debbink Langenkamp was a U.S. diplomat and mother of two boys 
who had been evacuated from Ukraine in the summer of 2022 only to be killed weeks later while 
riding her bike home on a road in Bethesda, Maryland; and

WHEREAS, her tragic death, has highlighted the worsening trend of traffic violence in 
the United States and has sparked calls for change; and 

WHEREAS, in response, HR 1668 known as the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active 
Transportation Safety Act has been introduced in the United States Congress with the goal of 
assisting local governments to fill gaps in biking and walking networks and by allowing local 
governments to use Highway Safety Improvement Program dollars as a local match to build safe 
bicycling and pedestrian infrastructure.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the City of Oconomowoc, by 
and through the Mayor and Common Council, declares its support for HR 1668 - the “Sarah 
Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation Safety Act.”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City urges its passage and signing into law.

DATED: _____________________ CITY OF OCONOMOWOC

By: 
       Robert P. Magnus, Mayor

ATTEST:

Diane Coenen, City Clerk
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174 E Wisconsin Avenue    •    P.O. Box 27    •    Oconomowoc, WI 53066
Phone (262) 569-2186         •         www.oconomowoc-wi.gov

DRAFT PENDING COMMON COUNCIL APPROVAL

May 16, 2023

Dear Senators and Congressmen,

As members of the Common Council, Public Safety and Administration for the great City 
of Oconomowoc, WI we take great pride in our Midwest values and family orientated way of life.  
With the solid foundation of taking care of our own, we stop what we are doing when one of ours 
is tragically taken away.  This happened in August 2022 when Sarah Debbink Langenkamp lost 
her life riding home on her bike.  

Depending on your stage of life, we all may have lost a mother, grandmother, sister, 
daughter or granddaughter.  The loss of Sarah Debbink Langenkamp has brought us together to 
support the legislation that will open funding to allow for bike and pedestrian safety.  

At our May 16, 2023 Common Council meeting, with Sarah’s family and friends in 
attendance, we cast a unanimous vote in support of HR 1668 sponsored by Representatives Earl 
Blumenauer (D-Ore.) and Jamie Raskin (D-Md.) known as the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active 
Safety Transportation Act.  We are asking that you also support HR 1668.

Although we can’t make everything right, we can work towards making them better.

Robert P. Magnus Matt Rosek Alderman Matt Mulder
Mayor District 3 Alderman District 1 Alderman

Council President Council Vice-President

Karen Spiegelberg Charles Schellpeper Andy Moroni
District 1 Alderman District 2 Alderman District 2 Alderman

Chris Douglas Jennifer Aultman Kloth Kevin Ellis
District 3 Alderman District 4 Alderman District 4 Alderman

James Pfister Brad Bowen Mark Frye
Police Chief Fire Chief City Administrator
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EMS Week Proclamation

To designate the Week of May 21 - 27, 2023, as Emergency Medical Services Week

WHEREAS, emergency medical services is a vital public service; and

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams are ready to provide life-
saving care to those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and

WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery 
rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury; and

WHEREAS, emergency medical services has grown to fill a gap by providing important, out of 
hospital care, including preventative medicine, follow-up care, and access to telemedicine; and

WHEREAS, the emergency medical services system consists of first responders, emergency 
medical technicians, paramedics, emergency medical dispatchers, firefighters, police officers, 
educators, administrators, pre-hospital nurses, emergency nurses, emergency physicians, 
trained members of the public, and other out of hospital medical care providers; and

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams, whether career or volunteer, 
engage in thousands of hours of specialized training and continuing education to enhance 
their life-saving skills; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of 
emergency medical services providers by designating Emergency Medical Services 
Week; now

THEREFORE, I Robert P. Magnus, Mayor of the City of Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 
in recognition of this event do hereby proclaim the week of May 21 - 27, 2023, as 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK

With the EMS Strong theme, EMS WEEK: Where Emergency Care Begins, I encourage the 
community to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

___________________________________
Robert P. Magnus
Mayor

Z:\City Administrator\Council Agenda\Proclamation for 2023 EMS Week 05162023.docx
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